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The White Ibis.
Ibis melanocephala—blanford, Faun. Brit.
Ind. Birds, Vol. IV, p. 361.
vernacular names.—Munda, Safed buza-
Didahr, Hind. ; Kacha-tor, Purneah ; Sabut,
Imza, Do-chora, Beng., Tat-u-koka, Cing.;
Kayusoti, Burmese.
The white Ibis is the most heavily built of our species,
with a coarse stout bill and strong feet. Adult birds are
bald on the head and neck, and on the skin covering the
wing-bones beneath. The skin here is blood-red, but on
the head and neck it is black, as are the bill and feet; the
eye is also dark. The plumage is white, with the inner
quills slaty-grey.
In full breeding plumage these grey feathers have long
lax webs, and some pointed feathers decorate the breast;
a yellow wash also pervades the general plumage with an
effect which is the reverse of ornamental in our eyes, as it
looks like an egg stain. Young birds are only bald as far
as the eyes, the head being blackish grey, passing into the
white feathering of the neck. When they have just left
the nest the bill is still flesh coloured as it is in the nestling
and has by no means attained its full length.
This Ibis is about two and-a-half feet long, with the wing
fourteen inches, shank four, and bill a little over six.
It is found in suitable, i.e., watery, places all over India,
Ceylon and Burma, and to the East extends to China
and Southern Japan. It is usually in flocks, except
in the breeding season, and even then several pairs often
nest together. There are generally three eggs, but there
may be one more or less, about two and a half inches long,
and white tinted with blue or green and sometimes spot-
ted with yellowish brown. The birds feed on shell-fish,
insects, &c. They stand captivity very well indeed anr

